FFORWM
POLISIAU CYMRLU

POLICY FORUM
FOR WALES

Brexit and the Welsh Economy
5" December 2017

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Brexit and the Welsh Economy 5" December 2017

Contents
About this Publication 3
Agenda 4

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Nathan Gill MEP/AM (transcript) 6

Policy priorities for Wales following Brexit
Desmond Clifford, Director, Office of the First Minister, Welsh Government (text to be submitted by speaker)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 8

~

Challenges and opportunities facing Wales’ major sectors post-Brexit

Priorities for businesses in Wales: developing sustainable economic growth post-Brexit
Liz Maher, President, South and Mid Wales Chambers of Commerce and Director, Centurion VAT Specialists (transcript) 10

Reforming farming in Wales outside the EU Common Agricultural Policy
Dr Nick Fenwick, Head of Policy, Farmers’ Union of Wales (text submitted by speaker) 13

Ensuring stability and seizing growth opportunities in Wales’ manufacturing industry beyond Brexit
Steve Smith, Director, UK Transformation, Tata Steel (transcript) 15

Welsh higher education - staffing, maintaining investment and attracting international students
Professor Elizabeth Treasure, Vice-Chancellor, Aberystwyth University (transcript) 18

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 21

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Nathan Gill MEP/AM (transcript) 26

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Abi Kay, Chief Reporter, Farmers Guardian (transcript) 27

Encouraging investment and promoting regeneration in Wales’ communities

Giles Thorley, Chief Executive, the Development Bank of Wales (transcript) 28
Steve Smith, Chair, Wales Exporters Association (text submitted by speaker) 30
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 32

Next steps for trade policy in Wales: attracting workers, stabilising trade law and exploring new markets
Ros Kellaway, Head, EU Competition and Regulatory Group and Partner, Eversheds Sutherland (text to be submitted by

speaker) 41
Tim Rycroft, Director of Corporate Affairs, Food and Drink Federation (transcript) 42
Richard Ballantyne, Chief Executive, British Ports Association (transcript) 44
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 46

Implications of Brexit for the Welsh economy
David Rees AM, Chair, External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee (transcript) 51
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 55

Session Chair’s and Policy Forum for Wales closing remarks

Abi Kay, Chief Reporter, Farmers Guardian (transcript) 57
Sean Cudmore, Deputy Editor, Policy Forum for Wales (transcript) 58
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 59
Contributor Biographies 64

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

Policy Forum for Wales Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2



Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Brexit and the Welsh Economy 5" December 2017

About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Brexit and the Welsh
Economy held on 5™ December 2017. The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not
those of the Forum or the sponsors, apart from their own articles.

Although Policy Forum for Wales is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend, participation
in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing operations,
sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer complimentary
tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in policy.

This publication is copyright. Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written consent
of the publishers. However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, subject
to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a
misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Policy Forum for Wales are acknowledged. We
would also appreciate being informed.
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