
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Supporting vulnerable children 
in Wales: improving outcomes 

for children at risk, looked after 
children and care leavers 

28th June 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS: 
This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the 
event to which it refers.  Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text 
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such.  As such, apart from where it is indicated 
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers 
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings.  Despite best 
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription 
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content.  Anyone 
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have 
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question.  If in doubt please 
contact the forum first. 



Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Supporting vulnerable children in Wales:  
improving outcomes for children at risk, looked after children and care leavers  28th June 2019 

 

© Policy Forum for Wales Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2 

 

Contents  
 

About this Publication 3 
 

Agenda        4    
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Councillor Penny Jones, Cabinet Member for Social Care, Safeguarding and Health,  
Monmouthshire County Council (transcript) 6 
 

The vision for care experienced children and young people in Wales 
Sue Evans, Chief Executive, Social Care Wales (transcript) 7 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 12 
 

‘Supporting families and carers to keep children and young people at home safely’ 
Catriona Williams, Chief Executive, Children in Wales (text to be submitted by speaker) 15 
 

Priorities for preventing young people entering care: parenting interventions, child protection and integrated early 
intervention 
Finn Madell, Interim Operational Manager, Strategic Partnerships and Safeguarding,  
Children’s Services, Cardiff Council (transcript) }  
Jade Harrison, Team Manager, Think Safe/11+, Children’s Services, Cardiff Council (transcript) }  
Sarah Mutch, Early Years and Partnerships Manager, Caerphilly County Borough Council (transcript) 21 
Siriol Burford, Regional Lead, PDG-LAC, Central South Consortium (transcript) 23 
Questions and comments from the floor with Catriona Williams, Chief Executive, Children in Wales (transcript) 24 
 

Session Chair’s closing remarks 
Councillor Penny Jones, Cabinet Member for Social Care, Safeguarding and Health,  
Monmouthshire County Council (transcript) 27 
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Councillor Rachel Powell, Portfolio Holder for Young People and Culture, Powys County Council (transcript) 28 
 

‘Improving the experience of children and young people in care: Findings and recommendations from a consultation on 
emotional and mental health of care experienced children and young people’ 
Heidi Keiser, Policy Officer, NSPCC (transcript) 29 
Chris Dunn, Programmes Manager, Voices from Care Cymru (transcript) 30 
 

Improving the experience of children in care: attracting foster parents and developing training provision, raising 
educational attainment and improving wellbeing 
Elizabeth Bryan, Programmes Manager, The Fostering Network (transcript) 32 
Dr Carolyn Sampeys, Designated Doctor, National Safeguarding Team (NHS Wales), Public Health Wales (text submitted by 

speaker) 34 
Councillor Alan Lockyer, Cabinet Member for Children’s Social Services, Neath Port Talbot Council (transcript) 36 
Jane Sloggett, Deputy Head, Porthcawl Comprehensive School, Bridgend (transcript) 38 
Claire Levens, Policy Director, Internet Matters (transcript) 40 
Questions and comments from the floor with Heidi Keiser, Policy Officer, NSPCC and Chris Dunn, Programmes Manager, 
Voices from Care Cymru (transcript) 42 
 

The future for care leavers in Wales: transition, continued support and employability 
Councillor Phillip White, Cabinet Member for Social Services and Early Help,  
Bridgend County Borough Council (transcript) 44 
Einir England, Advice & Money Team, Cardiff University (text submitted by the speaker) 46 
Kelly Ahern, Assistant Director Children’s Services, Western Bay & Cardiff and Vale, Barnardos Cymru (transcript) 48 
Jay McCabe, Principal Officer, Swansea Council and Co-Chair, All Wales Leaving Care Forum (transcript) 49 
Emily Hattersley (text submitted by the speaker) 51 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 53 
 

Session Chair’s and Policy Forum for Wales closing remarks 
Councillor Rachel Powell, Portfolio Holder for Young People and Culture, Powys County Council (transcript) 56 
Sean Cudmore, Deputy Editor, Policy Forum for Wales (transcript) 57 
 

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 58 
 

Contributor Biographies 60 
 

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note 
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides. 

16 



Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Supporting vulnerable children in Wales:  
improving outcomes for children at risk, looked after children and care leavers  28th June 2019 

 

© Policy Forum for Wales Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3 
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